


OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
1N THE MATTER OF CYPRESS ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION'S ) OF SHOW CAUSE HEARING 
FAILURE TO SUBMIT A REPORT AND PAY ) 
TI-lE GROSS RECElPTS TAX ) TC98-158 

SDCL 49-1A-1 establishes the South Dakota Public Ut~litles Comm~ssion 
{Commission) Gross Receipts Tax Fund. This fund is financed by assessing a tax of .0015 
or S;!50, whichever is greater, on the annual intrastate gross receipts received by a utility 
from the company's customers within the state of South Dakota, and requlres that all 
I$lecommunications companies submit on June '1, each year, a report of the amount of 
such gross receipts received during the preceding calendar year and pay the tax. A 
penalty of 10% of the tax is imposed for each month of delinquency. 

Despite reminder letters from the Commission on May 7, 1998, and on July 7 ,  1998, 
Cypress Telecommunications Corporation, has failed to file the required report and pay 
the gross receipts tax 

Pursuant to SDCL 49-1A-6, the Commission may collect this debt by dlstress and 
saie of any persc I property of the company within South Dakota. Further, the 
Con?rnission has the authority, under SDCL 49-31 -3, to suspend or revoke the certificate 
of authorify granted to the company; assess a civil fine against the company from $200 to 
5 1,000 under SDCL 49-31-38; proceed under SDCL 49-31 -38.2 or 49-31 -38.3 to stop the 
company from transacting any future business in South Dakota; or take any other 
enflsrcernent actions against the company allowed by law. 

Cypress Telecommunications Corporation, shall appear on October 20, 1998, at 
1:33 P.M. (CDT) in the Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, South 
Dakota, to show cause why action should not be taken against the company for failure to 
corriply with SDCL Chapter 49-1A. The hearing is being held pursuant to Commission's 
jurisdiction over telecommunications companies found at SDCL Chapter 1-26. 49-1A, and 
49-31, specifical!y, 49-1 -1 1 (4), 49-1 A-3, 49-1 A-4, 49-1 A-5, 49-1 A-6, 49-31 -3, and ARSD 
20.1 0:01:45. 

The issue at the hearifig is whether the Commissiorl shall fine, or suspend or revoke 
Cypress Telecommunications Corporation's Certificate of Authority or otherwise institute 
collection proceedings against Cypress Telecommunica;ions Corporation, for failure to pay 
gross receipts tax. 

At the hearing representatives of the company may appear in person and may be 
represented by legal counsel or legal assistant (paralegal) if desired. The hearing shall 
be an adversary proceeding and the company shall have the burden of proving that none 
oi tn$ above enumerated adverse actions should be taken against it. These and o:her due 



process rights shall be deemed waived if not exercised at the hearing. The decision of the 
Commission may be appealed to the Circuit Court and the State Supreme Court as 
provided by law. It is therefore 

g, Pierre, South Dakota. And it is -- 
'-. 

all remain in effect. 
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BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
Commissioners Burg, Nelson and 
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South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 

VVEEKLY FILINGS 
For the Period o f  September 18, 1998 through September 24,1998 

If you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed lo you, please 
contact Celaine Kolbo within five business days of this filing. 

Phone: 605-773-3705. Fax: 605-773-3809. 

GAS AND ELECTRIC 

the Matter of the Application of MidAmerican Energy Company for a Statement 
the Securities-and Exchange Commission Regarding Investment in a Foreign 
ility. L-. l-.. -. 

1 

Application by MidAmerican ~ n e r $  Company for an order by the Commission 
claiming jurisdiction over MidAmerican in order to be exempt from the Public Utility 
Holding Company Act. MidAmerican is being acquired by CalEnergy and as a 
result will have an indrect interest in several foreign utility properties. PUHCA 
provides that foreign utility companies will not be subject to regulation as utilities 
if certification by Regulatory Commissions is received by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission stating the Commission has the authority and resources to 
protect ratepayers subject to its jurisdiction and that it intends to excercise its 
authority to the fullest extent allowed by law. 

Staff Attorney: Camroil Hoseck 
taff Analyst: Dave Jacobson 
ate Filed: 09i17198 

niervention Deadline: NA 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

the Matter of Cypress Telecommunications Corporation's Failure to Submit a 
eport and Pay the Gross Receipts Tax. 

Cypress Telecommunications Corporation shall appear on October 20, 1998, at 
"130 p.m. in the Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SD, to 
show cmse w5y action should not be taken against the company for failure to 
comply with SDCL Chapter 49-1A. 

Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
Deputy Execu!ive Director: Sue Cichos 
Date Opened: 09/21/98 
Hearing Date: 10/20/98 





!e Opened: 09121198 





Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
Deputy Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Date Opened: 09/21/98 
Hearing Date: 10120198 

TC98-170 In the Matter of TW Communications, Inc.'s Failure lo Submit a Repon and Pay the 
Gross Receipts Tax. 

TW Communications; Inc. shall appear on October 20, 1998, at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Cactus Conference Room, stale Capitni Building, Pierre. SD, to show cause why 
action shuula not be taken again&he company for failure to comply with SDCL 
Chapter 49-1 A. \ 

Staff Attorney: Camron Hcseck 
Deputy Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Date Opened: 09/21 198 
Hearing Date: 10/20/98 

TC98-371 In the Matter of United Wals, Inc.3 Failure to Submit a Report and Pay the Gross 
Receipts Tax. 

United Wats, Inc. shall appear on October 20, 1998, at 1:30 p.m. in the Cactus 
Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action 
should not be taken against the company for failure to comply with SGCL Chapter 
49-1 A. 

Staff Attor~ey: Camron Hoseck 
Deputy Executiw Director: Sue Cichos 
Date Opened: 09/21/98 
Hearing Date: 10/20/98 

TC98-172 in the Matter of V.I.P. Telephone Network, Inc.'s Failure to Submit a Report and Pay 
the Gross Receipts Tax. 

V.I.P. Telephone Network, Inc. shall appear on October 20, 1998. at 1.30 p.m. in 
the Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause 
why action should not be taken against the company for failure to comply with 
SDCL Chapter 49-1A. 

Staff Attorney: Camron tloseck 
Deputy Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Date Opened: 09/21 198 
Hearing Date: 10/20/98 







BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

MATTER OF CYPRESS ) FINDINGS OF FACT, 
RATION'S ) CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

AILURE TO SUBMIT A REPORT AND PAY ) AND FINAL ORDER; NOTICE 
RECEIPTS TAX 

-. 1 OF ENTRY OF FINAL 
1 ORDER 

L. ) TC98-158 
-\ 

Public Utilities Commission (Commission) issued an Order for 
gainst Cypress Telecommun~cations Corporation for failure to 
e gross receipts tax. The hearing was held as scheduled on 

mmission's Conference Room, State Capitol Buildi~g, 
for the hearing was to give Cypress Telecommunicat~ons 
use why the Commission should not revoke its Certificate of 
failure to pay the gross recelpts tax as required by SDCL 49- 
nd Schoenfelder were present. Also present were Camron 
d Sue Cichos, Business Manager for the Commission No 
ations Corporation appeared at the hearing. After hearmg 

testimony, the Commission voted unanimously to revoke Cypress Telecommunicat~ons 
tion's Certificate o i  Authority for failure to pay the gross recelpts tax. 

rd the testimony presented at the hearing, makes the following 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 

rporatlon IS a telecommunications company holdlng a 
nty, issued by this Commission, to provide teleco,nmunicat~ons services in South 

I I 

for the Commission, sent letters to Cypress 
998, and July 7, 1998, requesting payment of the gross 

A-1. She testified that Cypress Telecommunications 
rporation never paid the gross receipts tax. 

Ill 

A copy of the Order for and Notice of Show Cause Hearing was sent by cefiified mail to 

I v 

mmunications Corporation appeared at the hearing to 
ot revoke its Cert~ficate of Authority. 
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